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Attica  Brothers  Legal  Defense  today  releases  the  results  of  an 
attitudlnal  study  of  potential  Jurors  In  Erie  County,  New  York,  which 
Indicates  wide-scale  bias  against  the  60  men  held  on  charges  in 
connection  with  the  Attica  Rebellion  of  September,  1971, 

The  results  of  the  study  not  only  show  strong  and  pervasive 
prejudice  against  black  people,  persons  who  seek  change  and  persons 
accused  of  crime — all  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  most  people  in 
Erie  County  could  not  function  as  Impartial  Jurors  Ifc called  to  sit  on 
these  cases. 

The  study  was  carried  on  by  the  Fair  Jury  Project  of  Attica  Brothers 
Legal  Defense  which  earlier  this  year  completed  a  study  of  the  Jury 
selection  system  in  Erie  County  which  in  June  resulted  in  the  throwing 
out  of  97%  of  the  Jury  pool  because  of  discrimination.  Directing  thei 
research  team  in  this  most  recent  study  was  Professor  Jay  Schulman  of 
Columbia  University,  a  sociologist  whose  work  Includei  studies  of 
Jurors  and  Jury  selection  in  cases  such  as  the  Wounded  Knee,  Harrisburg 
and  Gainesville  trials. 

The  study,  conducted  according  to  approved  scientific  research 
techniques  drew  on  a  sample  of  651  registered  voters  in  Erie  County 
Interviewed  by  telephone. 

The  survey  results  tested  a  range  of  attitudes.  Examples  of  the 
results  are  as  follows: 

1.  With  regard  to  the  Attica  Rebellion.  69%  of  the  potential  Jurors 
interviewed  blame  the  prisoners  not  only  for  their  protest  of  prison  condi¬ 
tions,  but  also  for  the  killing  of  43  persons  and  injuring  of  many  others-- 
responsiblUty  for  which  lies  with  the  guards  and  state  officials  who  did 
the  only  shooting  that  was  done  at  Attica.  19%  of  the  people  still 


f 


/  , 


1 

'} 


I 


)  ■ 

J 

'4 


■  5 


V'i’: 


Ir 


I.'vt-- 


■:  ) 


'''Hi OCi 


.  J  .} 


v.'On;: 


.q  -.r 


u 


qonv 


■f,  . 


5  f  O'r- 


HJi 


V:': 


■ff' 


:;>rajO 


>13:. 


I 


..  '1,  I  r 


;  L>i  ; 


.  1'^V 


WJ  i.  0 1 


J* 


■i  ■]  ;  ; 


1  voi"''  >  r  f'7  Oiil..'nC' 


■(; 


vij 


./103 


Hi: 


nr:  67 


r.il 


r>i 


"■'■■Iffi  I.  ■■  a,;;  ^rrr  >o  Sbr;  , .  ;0.i:  ■  i  3.- ;  ;>?[  GO  b  .b\  ''V  ■  .  ■■  ;'7:0'n‘''-  rbiAb  ,I 

:0.^  ■>■!:  i'V^  io  *607';  i;"'  'q-'a'';  760  vf  ;|r.rj  o^onnor:'’;  ‘Jil]  OO'ffo  bovvoiv';:-)!  0  c 
sn;'i:n  vrTiVr  i'  nrn  ;  f  >  r [y.-.r,  :  a  a  7 ' S  i?'  TO  V'Oili  A'  aril'  OnJ  :■  .  OGOi'' 

;b  coi-',-  r. i '•'ir' Ab.)  ;;7G  on't  ib.--.';  :  oA  noL'v.’  "rol  v;Tii  cd i"  >'*■30 a 


Aqo'ia  I'd  I  i'-'  .'vi-f  ,  G'vtlj  A  :>  A  onc:>  '■'.■'v;  d.ci  Ltooila  --'A 


believe  the  lies  spread  by  Rockefeller  administration  officials  that  there  were  castrations 
and  throat  slitting s  resulting  in  death, 

2,  Concerning  prison  conditions  and  protest ,  most  people  see  all  strong  protest 
as  unjustified  and  in  fact,  one  third  would  have  black  militants  and  radicals  put  in 
prison  solely  for  their  beliefs.  Half  of  the  people  believe  that  prison  conditions  are 
satisfactory  to  excellent. 

3,  On  fair  trial  issues  ,  nearly  a  third  tended  to  blindly  support  the  actions  of 
state  authorities  and  to  believe  their  testimony  over  the  testimony  of  others. 

4.  With  regard  to  race ,  42%  of  potential  Jurors  volunteered  some  form  of  racial 
stereotypes  demeaning  the  character  of  black  people , 

5.  With  regard  to  authoritarianism ,  over  half  believe  that  the  police  should  not 
hesitate  to  use  force  to  maintain  order  and  that  laws  should  be  strictly  andotn^xibly 
enforced  no  matter  what  the  human  consequences. 

We  are  well  aware  that  these  views  and  attitudes  are  not  shared  by  all  our  fellow 
citizens  of  Erie  County,  and  that  there  are  a  good  many  decent  fair-minded  Individuals 
who  can  approach  these  cases  with  open  eyes  and  open  minds.  However,  the  prejudice 
reveaded  and  documented  by  this  study  is  so  deep  and  wide-spread  that  we  are  forced  to 
conclude  that  it  will  be  virtually  impossible  for  the  Attica  Brothers  to  obtain  an  impartial 
Jury  in  Erie  County, 

In  light  of  this,  the  survey  results  are  now  under  review  to  determine  the  most  ef¬ 
fective  legal  avenues  for  bringing  this  proven  bias  to  the  attention  of  the  courts  and 
seeking  the  necessary  relief  from  it. 
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Further  results  from  the  attitudinal  survey  show  that, 
among  the  651  people  interviewed; 

**  63%  believe  that  prison  disturbances  are  caused  by 
"outside  agitators"  rather  than  by  inhuman  orison  conditions? 

**  58.5%  believe  there  is  no  justification  for  black 
militancy? 

**  32%  believe  that  prisoners  should  have  no  rights 
whatsoever  r 

**  45.5%  believe  authorities  who  give,  the  order  to 
shoot  to  kill  during  prison  disturbances  are  always  justified 
and  doing  what  is  necessary; 

**  22%  admitted  that  they  could  not  be  impartial 
jurors  in  the  Attica  cases,,  and.  2  3%  say  they  could  not  even 
follow  the  jud'^fe's  instructions  that  the  defendants  should 
be  presumed  innocent; 

**  82% 'believe  that  "obedience"  and  "respect  for  authority 
are  the  "most  important  virtues"  that  children  should  learn; 

**  25  %  believe  that  if  the  state  brings  someone  to  _ 

trial,  he  or  she  is  probably  auilty; 

**  29.8%  believe  that  police  and  prison  officials 
are  more  trustworthy  and  honest  than  other  people? 

**  Over  half  (53. l%)believe  it  is  better  to  send 
innocent  people  to  jail  rather  than  lettincr  some  guilty 
people  go  free 

**  60%  believe  that  the  problems  faced  by  blacks  are 
the  same  as  problems  faced  by  white  voluntary  immiarants  at 
the  turn  of  the  20th  century. 
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